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Pathways to Fiber
Though the United States has no grand 
plan to build world-class broadband, that 
shouldn’t stop communities and providers 
from undertaking their own initiatives.

As Gig.U founder Blair Levin 
points out, the United States’ 
continued economic leadership 

depends on access to world-class 
broadband networks. Both a strategic 
bandwidth advantage and a psychology 
of bandwidth abundance are necessary, 
Levin says – and neither one is much 
in evidence today. No wonder the latest 
OECD broadband report once again 
gives the U.S. a solidly mediocre score. 

What will move the country from 
mediocre to world-leading broadband? 
Reading the popular press on this 
subject could drive a person to despair. 
The United States is too vast and 
sparsely populated; the telecom industry 
is too consolidated and uncompetitive; 
investors are too focused on short-term 
gains; consumers are too enthralled 
with mobile gadgets and apps.

There are grounds for hope, however. 
The recent Congressional omnibus 
spending bill increases funding for the 
Rural Utilities Service broadband loan 
program – a welcome development. As 
this magazine went to press, there were 
also indications that the FCC would 
soon make Connect America Fund 
dollars available to a wider range of 
organizations – another good idea. 

But federal policy is too blunt  
an instrument, and too uncertain,  
to provide a complete solution. The  
real good news is that there are now 
many pathways to fiber for the various 
players in the broadband ecosystem. 
This issue of BroadBand Communities 
discusses several of them. For example,

• In the cover story, “Facilitating 
Broadband Construction,” Joanne 
Hovis and Andrew Afflerbach 
of CTC explain in detail how 
communities can reduce the costs 

of deploying fiber for public and 
private builds. Many actions 
available to local governments are 
relatively inexpensive but produce 
great savings for fiber deployers.

• “Avalon: Georgia’s First Fiberhood,” 
by Carl Kandutsch and Stephen 
Mayo, shows how a real estate 
developer made gigabit service an 
integral part of a new development 
– and used the availability of 
world-class broadband to market 
the development to both residents 
and businesses. With multifamily 
housing and planned-unit develop-
ments on the upswing, the Avalon 
model may be widely emulated.

• “Fatbeam and Intermax Bring 
Fiber to Idaho Towns” shows 
that a competitive provider can 
profitably build fiber networks 
even in small markets as long as it 
has the right anchor tenants and 
the right partners. There are plenty 
of overlooked markets that could 
benefit from the Fatbeam treatment. 

• Finally, “Is VDSL+PON the 
Cure for Consumer Broadband 
Addiction?” talks about the most 
widespread situation: incumbents 
with copper networks. Author 
Christopher Moezzi discusses new 
technologies that are helping telcos 
improve broadband services quickly 
– and generate revenues – while 
they position themselves to provide 
FTTH services economically. 

The BroadBand Communities 
Summit will have even more examples 
of pathways to fiber. Don’t miss it! v
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