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The Grandview residential tower 
in Seattle is aptly named. The 
27-story, luxury condominium 

community commands gorgeous, 
sweeping views of the Space Needle, 
Puget Sound and the Olympic Moun-
tains. Inside the building, the interior 
view rivals the exterior panorama. The 
Grandview’s sleek, modern design and 
elegantly decorated common areas make 
it one of the most coveted addresses in 
downtown Seattle.

When Grandview residents decided 
to upgrade their telecommunications 
services, they sought state-of-the-art 
technology at a good value. The hom-
eowners association hired Elauwit Net-
works to build a new network to replace 
the building’s existing twisted copper 
wire and daisy-chained coaxial systems. 
Elauwit designed a fiber-to-the-home 
network to serve the building’s 108 
units and deliver high-speed, triple-play 
service. 

However, when it came time to in-
stall the network, Elauwit reps realized 
that its go-to method for running fiber 
cable through hallways in multifamily 
buildings might not work for this up-
scale building. Elauwit typically uses 
an adhesive-backed, hard plastic, snap-
cover raceway. The raceway is about an 
inch wide and sticks out about an inch 
from the wall. Though an inch doesn’t 
seem like much, the raceway stood out 
enough to potentially visually mar the 
hallway decor. 

“The residents’ number one concern 
was aesthetics,” says Taylor Jones, chief 
technology officer for Elauwit Net-

works. “The Grandview is a high-end 
community, and residents weren’t inter-
ested in having a bulky piece of raceway 
on the wall. They told us, ‘Yes, we want 

you to run fiber to every unit, but we re-
ally don’t want to see it,’ so visual impact 
became a chief concern for us.” 

That’s when Elauwit called 3M. 

PracTically  
invisible soluTions
Jones had read about the One Pass Fiber 
Pathway from 3M in a trade publication 
and thought it might be the right fit for 
the Grandview. He called 3M and or-
dered samples. At a design meeting with 
the Grandview homeowners association 
board of directors, he presented two op-
tions for the hallways: the snap-cover 
raceway and the One Pass. 

The One Pass Fiber Pathway is an 
adhesive-backed, surface-mount, hori-
zontal cable pathway and drop-cable 
solution factory populated with 900 µm 
fiber. The duct and fiber are installed si-
multaneously in one pass around a hall-
way perimeter. The pathway adheres to a 
variety of wall surfaces and easily bends 

Fiber Pathways Preserve  
The View in Upscale High-Rise
Owners of a luxury condominium community in Seattle chose 3M One Pass 
Fiber Pathways to elegantly conceal their new fiber network.

The residents’ message was loud and clear:  
“Yes, we want you to run fiber to every unit,  

but we really don’t want to see it.” 
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around corners and beams. Low-profile 
and paintable, it can blend in with just 
about any decor.

The board chose the 3M solution for 
the hallway without hesitation. “When 
you hold a traditional raceway and the 
One Pass product against a wall, the 
choice is obvious,” Jones said. “The One 
Pass Pathway is practically invisible.”

Within the individual living units, 
Elauwit initially planned on using a 
traditional raceway to run fiber from 
the hallway to the optical network ter-
minals (ONTs). Stapling cable was not 
an option, because the building’s walls 
are concrete. However, once residents 
saw the nearly invisible hallway solution 
from 3M, they insisted on having the 
same look for their living spaces. 

“Some of them were very adamant 
about it,” Jones said. “They really liked 
the One Pass look.”

Elauwit called 3M and ordered 
samples of the 3M One Pass Mini Fi-
ber Pathway, and dozens of residents 
requested that it be installed in their 
units. An extension of the hallway solu-
tion, the One Pass Mini is installed in 
a subscriber’s apartment from a point of 
entry in the hallway to a location near 
the provider’s ONT. Even smaller and 
sleeker than its hallway counterpart, it 
contains a single, ultra-bend-insensitive 
fiber capable of maintaining a 5 mm 
bend radius, which allows it to turn 
around sharp corners without affecting 
signal performance. 

Like the hallway solution, the One 
Pass Mini is low-profile and paintable, 
and it creates minimal visual impact. 
“After you paint it the color of the wall, 
you won’t even know the product is 
there,” Jones says. “The residents were 
really sold on that.”

Quick and easy insTallaTion
The One Pass Fiber Pathways for the 
hallway and the living units helped 
Elauwit meet its client’s requirement for 
a low-impact, aesthetically pleasing fiber 
conduit. The One Pass pathways easily 
adhered to the building’s concrete walls 
and blended in seamlessly with the inte-
rior decor.

As an added bonus, the 3M path-
ways also saved Elauwit money on in-
stallation. It installed One Pass Path-

ways on all 27 floors in less than two 
weeks, cutting installation time by more 
than 50 percent. 

“Normally, installation would have 
taken us four to five weeks with a tra-
ditional raceway,” Jones says. “First 
you have to install the raceway; then 
you have to go back and run the fiber 
through it. The One Pass’s one-step pro-
cess saved us a lot of time.”

To speed up the process even more, 
3M provided a technical service rep to 
train Elauwit’s installation crew on site. 

“Within the first day, crew members 
were installing the pathway on their 
own,” Jones says. “The simple tools and 
the hands-on training by 3M really 
made it an easy product to install.”

The quick, easy installation not only 
cut installation costs but also minimized 
disruption to Grandview residents. “The 
sooner we can get out of the hallway, the 
better,” Jones says. “The more we’re in 
the way, the more we aggravate the resi-
dents – our customers.” v

Once residents saw the hallway solution, they 
wanted the same look for their living spaces. 

In the hallways outside the units, the One Pass Fiber Pathway from 3M seamlessly conforms 
to the wall, making fiber installation quick and easy and saving an estimated 35 percent of 
installation costs.

Once Grandview residents saw the nearly invisible hallway solution, they insisted on having 

the same look for their living spaces. 


