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Editor’s Note

masha@bbcmag.com.

From its earliest days, the Internet 
unleashed enormous creativity. It 
enabled new art forms, new ways 

to communicate, new scientific tools and 
discoveries, new products, new business 
models and entire new business sectors. 
Along with creativity came creative de-
struction. Companies that failed to ex-
ploit the Internet or its increasingly fast 
on-ramps were consigned to the dustbin 
of history, while individuals and commu-
nities without adequate Internet access 
were simply left in the dust.

So what could be more self-evident 
than the connection between the Inter-
net – specifically, fast and reliable access 
to the Internet – and the economy? Yet 
what’s self-evident is not always easy to 
prove. It may even be wrong.

For eight years, BroadBand Commu-
nities has examined the relationship be-
tween broadband and economic growth. 
In earlier years, much of the discussion 
was either anecdotal or theoretical be-
cause little hard empirical evidence ex-
isted. With the passage of time, evidence 
of the economic effects of broadband has 
accumulated steadily. 

This economic development issue 
presents great stories about broadband 
projects that are transforming local 
economies in Virginia, North Carolina, 
Georgia and elsewhere. It also reports on 
powerful new research concerning both 
economic behavior (how businesses seek 
out and profit from high-speed Internet 
connections) and results (how broadband 
makes entire economies grow). 

For the first time, we present per-
suasive evidence to show that economic 
growth is spurred not only by the intro-
duction of broadband but also by its diffu-
sion and by increasing speed. We also note 
that some research questions are still left 

unresolved – such as why certain com-
munities appear not to have benefited 
economically from fiber investments. 

Broadband and growth will be a re-
curring theme over the next year – we 
won’t wait until the next economic de-
velopment issue to return to it. Specifi-
cally, it will be a major theme of the 2012 
BroadBand Communities Summit in 
Dallas next April. 

That makes this a good time to talk 
about another kind of connection – the 
creative spark jumping back and forth 
between the magazine and the Summit. 
Many of the magazine authors will appear 
at the Summit. Henry Pye, Bryan Rader 
and Andrew Cohill are all Summit co-
chairs, with responsibilities for helping 
to develop the program. Steve Klein will 
moderate a session on open access and 
economic development, and Carl Kan-
dutsch will share his expertise on right-
of-way management. Subject-matter ex-
perts quoted in this issue of the magazine 
will also appear at the Summit, including 
Joe Starks of ECC Technologies, who 
will speak about innovative broadband fi-
nancing methods, and Michael Render, 
who will present the results of his latest 
FTTH market research.

In addition, many topics covered in 
this magazine will be followed up with 
Summit presentations – including open 
access in the middle mile, rural health 
networks, broadband in MTUs and 
libraries’ role in driving broadband 
adoption and use. 

I hope you’ll make the connection, 
too!

Making The  
Connection

Creative sparks are flying – and they’ve  
jump-started our 2012 Summit plans. 
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