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Editor’s Note

masha@bbcmag.com

The more I learn about the relation-
ship between economic develop-
ment and broadband, the more 

I realize how complex it is. In 2004, 
when this magazine began reporting 
on the subject, only one case study of 
a fiber community (Cedar Falls, Iowa) 
was available. Today, abundant research 
shows how broadband affects communi-
ties around the world. 

Economic development means dif-
ferent things to different communities. 
Early discussions focused on relocating 
data centers, call centers, warehouses and 
factories to fiber-connected communi-
ties. Many communities are still looking 
for (and getting) these “big wins.” Oth-
ers find the strategy of luring large em-
ployers to be insufficient, impractical or  
undesirable. 

Many other ways to use broadband 
for economic development have now 
been discovered. As Ken Demlow says 
in his article in this issue, “The Fourth 
Leg of the Stool,” leveraging broadband 
is as important as building it. Economic 
development is most effective when based 
on a strategy and a plan appropriate to a 
particular community. 

WhaT Does economic  
DevelopmenT mean?
In this issue you’ll find strategies for us-
ing many broadband levers – as well as 
case studies that illustrate them. Nearly 
every community can help its existing 
businesses use broadband to become 
more productive and gain access to new 
markets. Another vital strategy is to en-
courage home-based and start-up busi-

nesses and telecommuting, which not 
only boosts tax rolls but also employs a 
younger generation that might otherwise 
move away. 

Broadband can increase access to edu-
cation, health care, public safety and even 
entertainment – which makes communi-
ties more desirable places to visit and live 
in. By improving quality of life, commu-
nities can also boost their economies. For 
example, a community with fiber-con-
nected schools appeals to businesses that 
need to hire skilled workforces as well as 
businesses whose potential employees are 
concerned about their children’s educa-
tion. High-speed connections to medical 
services and entertainment may enable 
tourism (an important industry in many 
rural communities) and may allow older 
and disabled residents to live indepen-
dently for longer – yet another way to 
retain economic activity in a community.

All these approaches to leveraging 
broadband for economic development, 
and more, will be featured at the Broad-
band Communities Summit in Dallas 
next April. There, you’ll have opportuni-
ties to learn from researchers, network 
builders, economic development offi-
cials and community leaders about how 
broadband has been successfully used to 
improve people’s lives. 

Look for the Summit Connection 
buttons on the articles throughout this 
issue to learn more about subjects and 
speakers you’ll encounter at the Summit. 

The Many Uses Of 
Broadband 

Every community can leverage broadband  
in its own way and for its own purposes. 

SUMMITConnection


