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Broadband Communities 
has been writing about fiber 
to the home and economic 

development since 2005. At that time, 
predicting that fiber would be the key 
infrastructure for the new knowledge 
economy was, well, speculative, at 
least. To claim that FTTH could draw 
people and jobs to a community, that 
fiber broadband could make businesses 
more profitable and enable innovation, 
or that fiber-connected homes would 
be worth more than similar homes 
without fiber connections was to go out 
on a very shaky limb. 

It all turned out to be true.
Study after study confirms that 

good broadband boosts the economy 
at both a national level and a local 
level, that the absence of broadband 
is a severe handicap leading to rural 
depopulation – and that the speeds  
that make a difference are speeds that 
can be achieved only with fiber. 

So why do we keep saying it? 
No, we’re not repeating ourselves by 
publishing an economic development 
issue at the end of each year. Every year, 
there are new things to learn about 
how and why fiber broadband turns 
the wheels of commerce and delivers 
benefits to communities. 

NEW FINDINGS 
Here’s a sampling of what you’ll find in 
this issue:

• New, Internet-enabled jobs are 
replacing old, non-Internet-enabled 
jobs, with the result that more than 
half of net new jobs depend on 
Internet access.

• Small businesses aren’t as Internet-
savvy as larger ones, and their 
growth lags as a result.

• Communities that build FTTH 
networks for themselves but neglect 
the surrounding rural areas risk 
hurting their own local businesses.

• The availability of gigabit FTTH 
adds an average of $5,400 to the 
price of a home – the  equivalent of 
a fireplace or half a bathroom.

• A fiber-connected vocational-
technical school can help a 
community respond quickly to 
changes in demand for workforce 
skills.

• The municipal fiber network in 
Chattanooga generated between 
$865.3 million and $1.3 billion in 
economic and social benefits and 
created between 2,800 and 5,200 
new jobs.

FIBER-TO-THE-HOME 
PRIMER
This issue includes the latest edition of 
the Fiber-to-the-Home Primer, which 
broadband Communities has also 
been publishing since 2005. The primer 
is a great tool for educating community 
members about the benefits of fiber 
broadband and building support for 
FTTH. It’s available as a stand-alone 
publication, too. Let us know if you 
want extra copies of it. v
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Why Fiber Works

A wealth of new information about the role of fiber 
broadband in creating healthy economic growth.
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