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Editor’s Note

Masha@broadbandproperties.com

As everyone with enough interest 
in broadband to read this maga-
zine already knows, Google re-

cently announced the location for its first 
gigabit fiber network: Kansas City, Kan. 

That’s great news for the citizens of 
Kansas City and maybe for other cities 
whose turn will be coming soon. Al-
though the newspapers of the other 1,100 
communities that submitted proposals to 
Google all ran headlines with variations 
on “Google Snubs Us,” project leader 
Milo Medin made clear that, if all goes 
well, Google intends to build similar net-
works in multiple cities.

Strong support from the governor, 
mayor and schools chief; enthusiastic 
participation by community organiza-
tions that included a university medical 
center, a tech industry alliance and a 
foundation supporting entrepreneurship; 
and access to physical infrastructure that 
will make the buildout cost-efficient were 
all reasons that Google gave for selecting 
Kansas City. 

Yet dozens of other applicants had 
similar assets, so commentators have been 
working overtime speculating about the 
real deciding factor. Does Google plan 
to buy Sprint, which is headquartered 
nearby? Does it intend to contract out the 
installation to SureWest, which also op-
erates in the Kansas City area? Will Kan-
sas City-Wyandotte County’s unified 
government allow Google to expand the 
network with a minimum of red tape? If 
you’re attending the Broadband Proper-
ties Summit, you will have a chance to 
ask Megan Stull, telecom policy counsel 

for Google, when she speaks at the Eco-
nomic Development Program. (I can’t 
promise she will divulge the answer.)

Our GOOGle MOMent
More interesting than why Google se-
lected Kansas City is what will happen as 
a result. From a technical standpoint, this 
project is not radically new, even for the 
U.S. The competitive provider Paxio has 
operated an open-access gigabit fiber net-
work in the San Francisco Bay Area for 
several years. EPB Fiber Optics, the mu-
nicipal provider in Chattanooga, Tenn., 
offers 1 Gbps service throughout the city. 
Case Western Reserve University has a 
gigabit fiber pilot program in a low-in-
come neighborhood of Cleveland. (EPB 
and Case are represented at the Summit, 
too.) A number of other FTTH operators 
offer gigabit service to businesses. 

Google is different because – well, 
because it’s Google. People all over the 
country pay attention to what Google 
says, and in this case, it should have 
much of interest to say. By sharing pub-
licly what it learns about deploying fiber, 
about making the open-access model 
work and about new high-bandwidth ap-
plications, the company could, in effect, 
conduct a crash course on broadband for 
the entire country. We hope that the proj-
ect will make FTTH a household word. 

So welcome Google, welcome Kansas 
City, and welcome the gigabit era!

Everything’s  
Up to Date In  
Kansas City

The Google fiber project in Kansas City has  
captured the nation’s attention. 


