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In February, Google shook up the 
broadband world with its plan to 
launch experimental 1 Gbps net-

works in one or more American com-
munities. More than 1,100 communities 
rose to the challenge, volunteering to 
host the new networks. 

Some city officials tried to attract 
Google’s attention by renaming their 
towns, swimming with sharks and even 
offering to name their children after 
Google and its founders. (On April Fool’s 
Day, Google responded in kind by chang-
ing its name to Topeka.) These stunts, 
which played well on the evening news, 
obscured the fact that the communities 
had done a great deal of serious thinking, 
over a few short weeks, about what they 
and Google could offer each other. 

Presumably, Google will make its 
choices based on what the communities 
have to offer. BBP was more interested in 
why the communities took the trouble 
to go through the application process in 
the first place. What inspired them?

Following are some explanations 
by officials and residents of would-be 
Google Fiber Communities, as reported 
in their applications to Google, inter-
views with local press and various other 
public forums. 

EconomIc DEvElopmEnt 
“I’m hoping this Google Search leads to 
Milwaukee jobs.” 

– Mayor Tom Barrett, press release, 
March 11, 2010 (Milwaukee, Wis.)

“Selection as one of the test com-
munities would be a wonderful oppor-
tunity for Fullerton. Not only would it 
provide extremely fast Internet access, 
Google’s investment in Fullerton would 

support the city’s efforts to attract new  
technology companies to expand the 
city’s economic base.”

– City Manager Chris Meyer,  
press release, March 18, 2010  

(Fullerton, Calif.)

“We could potentially attract [infor-
mation technology] industries, which is 
extremely good for our city. Once you 
start to attract those types of businesses, 
other business will migrate here. It really 
is a snowball effect once that network is 
in place.” 

– John Sendejar, municipal  
information systems manager, caller.com,  
March 25, 2010 (Corpus Christi, Texas)

“It would be a way to transfer large 
files around the world, to Hollywood 
or wherever else, and it would just put 
Grand Rapids and the whole state of 
Michigan more on the map in the film-
making industry and really support 
these film incentives. It would be great 
for anyone involved in the film industry. 
For my own company and for other peo-

ple who are working remotely, it would 
really help Grand Rapids bring in more 
remote workers.”

– Michele Yamazaki, vice president of 
marketing, Toolfarm, and board  

member of the West Michigan Film Video  
Alliance, YouTube, March 29, 2010  

(Grand Rapids, Mich.)

That kind of cyber speed will give 
people a platform from which to dream 
up future software applications that 
current dial-up and broadband connec-
tions can’t provide, according to Sali-
nas Library program manager Garland 
Thompson Jr. 

– The Californian, March 27, 2010 
(Salinas, Calif.)

The network would give communi-
ties an economic edge in attracting busi-
nesses, such as video-production compa-
nies, that move high volumes of data over 
the Internet, said Mark Clear, Madison 
Common Council president pro tem. 

– The Daily Reporter,  
March 10, 2010 (Madison, Wis.)

What Communities  
Told Google  
More than 1,100 American communities nominated themselves as sites  
for Google’s experimental 1 Gbps broadband network. Here’s why some  
of them said they wanted more fiber. 
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“The [Google] network would give communities 
an economic edge in attracting businesses, such 
as video-production companies, that move high 

volumes of data over the Internet.”
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“We are excited about the opportu-
nities this project could create for Bell-
ingham, including the opportunity for 
economic development and job creation 
in our area, increased technology capac-
ity for public and private uses, and the 
innovative, sustainable ideas that will be 
spurred by the availability of ultra-high-
speed networking.” 

– Mayor Dan Pike,  
Bellingham Business Journal,  

March 1, 2010 (Bellingham, Wash.)

“Free trade has not been kind to us. 
Those jobs we lost to free trade are not 
coming back. This is a chance to trans-
form ourselves.”

– Mayor Rudy Wright,  
The San Diego Union Tribune,  

March 16, 2010 (Hickory, N.C.)

High-speed Internet access can pro-
vide positive support for all of Spokane’s 
priority industry clusters: aerospace, 
health care, and clean technology and 
energy efficiency. Additionally, such 
technology can help ... combat the com-
munity’s high-school dropout rate and 
help develop a skilled and educated 
workforce essential for future growth. 

– City of Spokane press release,  
March 10, 2010 (Spokane, Wash.)

Many space workers who lose their 
jobs because of the end of the shuttle 
program might later be doing consult-
ing work from home and would find 
such high-speed Internet useful. 

– Florida Today, March 23, 2010 
(Titusville, Fla.)

[In reference to start-ups and entre-
preneurial students housed at a local busi-
ness incubator] “They upload and down-
load very large files for their work. If they 
can do it quickly, they can have a better 
turnaround. They can do more work. 
They can make more money. It would  
really affect their bottom line quickly.” 

– Brian Russell, founder of the local 
Internet advocacy nonprofit Orange 

Networking, The Independent Weekly, 
March 10, 2010 (Chapel Hill, N.C.)

“Access to high-speed data is the 
most important infrastructure in the 

21st century. Our research indicates 
there are over 1,200 employers that 
would benefit from this technology im-
mediately and over 13,000 small busi-
nesses that would benefit from this in 
the next few years.” 

– Mayor Jim Ardis, www.pjstar.com, 
February 17, 2010 (Peoria, Ill.)

“The Sundance Film Festival annu-
ally attracts over 40,000 visitors to Park 
City every January for 10 days. Having 
broadband available at the speed pro-
posed by Google’s new initiative would 
vastly improve the quality of commu-
nications for our festival patrons and 
would revolutionize the festival in ways 
yet to be imagined.” 

– Sarah Pearce, director of operations, 
Sundance Film Festival, YouTube,  

March 26, 2010 (Park City, Utah)

“To be able to transmit informa-
tion at rates 100 times faster than what 
is currently available would open up all 
kinds of opportunities, especially for 
small technology-based companies that 
do most of their work via the Internet.” 

– Jerry Marsh, professor of  
computer science and engineering,  

Oakland University, The Oakland Post, 
March 30, 2010 (Rochester, Mich.)

“A lot of Queen Creek is based on 
businesses at home and small business, 
and this would be a tremendous advan-
tage over a lot of other communities to 
have that. As an economic draw, it’s go-
ing to be phenomenal.” 

– Chris Clark, candidate for town 
council, The Arizona Republic, March 

25, 2010 (Queen Creek-Florence, Ariz.)

“Faster broadband connectivity 
would enhance the ability of nationally 
recognized facilities such as Mote Ma-
rine Laboratory and Ringling College of 

Art and Design to fulfill their mission. 
Furthermore, it would increase pro-
ductivity and help grow jobs through 
existing businesses in the community. 
Ultra-high-speed broadband networks 
would also help attract new businesses 
to Sarasota, giving them an additional 
incentive to locate here.” 

– U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan,  
letter to Mayor Richard Clapp,  

March 18, 2010 (Sarasota, Fla.)

If Google selects Alameda as one of 
its pilot sites, ultra-high-speed Internet 
service would make Alameda a desti-
nation of choice for start-up and exist-
ing high-tech businesses; increase jobs; 
improve educational and income levels 
of the local workforce; and increase de-
mand for local goods and services, in-
cluding restaurants, retail, hotels and 
housing. 

– City of Alameda, application for 
Google Fiber, www.ci.alameda.ca.us, 

March 5, 2010 (Alameda, Calif.)

“Our community needs this broad-
band access to create jobs and to keep 
technology companies like ours compet-
itive. There are limited broadband op-
tions in our area, and it makes it much 
more difficult to grow a software and/or 
online business here.” 

– Ken Park, fiber.garrettcounty.org 
(Garrett County, Md.)

“With our reliance on a virtual of-
fice environment, the ability to increase 
bandwidth capabilities directly affects 
our company’s productivity and opens 
up opportunities for us to grow into the 
Bozeman community.” 

– Brandon Vancleeve, Pine Cove 
Consulting, on Google Broadband for 

Bozeman Facebook page, March 5, 2010 
(Bozeman, Mont.)

“Free trade has not been kind to us. Those jobs  
we lost to free trade are not coming back.  
This is a chance to transform ourselves.”

– Mayor Rudy Wright, Hickory, N.C.
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“The Google challenge would provide 
a huge boost to Alaska’s technology in-
dustry, and all other industries that de-
pend on it – including health care, educa-
tion and natural resource development.” 

– Governor Sean Parnell, letter to 
Google, March 25, 2010  

(Juneau, Alaska)

EDucAtIon
“Google Fiber would be huge for the 
university. In fact, it would be huge for 
the entire area’s economy. I’m sure there 
are researchers who would love the kind 
of data access they could get by using 
the faster connections we would get by 
tapping into Google’s open-access fiber 
network.”

– Ryan Knopf, president of the Open 
Source University Meetup, The Gazette, 
March 12, 2010 (Cedar Rapids, Iowa)

Alexander Jacobson, a Page High 
School student, said he takes university 
classes via the Internet, but download 
speeds are slow. Faster speeds would 
persuade more teachers to use the  
technology. 

– The Huntsville Times,  
Greensboro Edition, February 25, 2010  

(Greensboro, N.C.)

“UC Davis participates in a num-
ber of cutting-edge physics experiments 
that involve unprecedented amounts 
of information generation. Several labs 
here are working on experiments at the 
Large Hadron Collider in CERN. An 
estimated 30 terabytes of data may be 
generated in 24 hours. The Large Synop-
tic Survey Telescope is being led by our 
very own UC Davis professor Anthony 
Tyson and will also produce roughly 30 
terabytes of data in a single day.” 

– Proposed Uses of the High-Speed 
Internet, daviswiki.org (Davis, Calif.)

“Our school district’s commitment 
to technology-driven education, and 
preparing our students for a world em-
powered by technological development, 
can only be improved with Google’s Fi-
ber for Communities initiative.”

– Dr. Mary Alice Heuschel, super-
intendent, Renton School District, press 

release, March 11, 2010 (Renton, Wash.)

Jim Davis, vice provost and chief in-
formation officer [of Iowa State Univer-
sity], said Google Fiber could make stu-
dents’ online experience in Ames more 
seamless. Students would be able to take 
their laptops off campus and already be 
connected to the Internet. 

– www.iowastatedaily.com,  
February 18, 2010 (Ames, Iowa)

“I think this would be a great op-
portunity for UV [the University of 
Virginia] to expand its research and for 
students and community members to 
communicate faster and compete on a 
global scale.”

– Comment, www.cvillegolong.com, 
March 31, 2010 (Charlottesville, Va.)

HEAltH cArE
Doctors rely on Internet teleconferenc-
ing to diagnose patients in rural areas, 
and the University of California at San 
Francisco uses it to teach students at its 
Fresno campus. But those teleconferences 
are severely limited by lack of available 
bandwidth, said Donna Hudson, direc-
tor of academic research and technology 
of UCSF-Fresno. Students can watch a 
lecture, but they can’t ask questions. And 
only one teleconference can happen at a 
time. That means students can’t watch 
complicated surgeries performed in San 
Francisco that are usually scheduled 
with little notice, she said. 

– The Fresno Bee, March 13, 2010 
(Fresno, Calif.)

“Mission Hospital and the individ-
ual physicians who treat patients there 
could benefit immeasurably from having 
access to the Google ultra-high-speed  
fiber optic network for use in their diag-
nostic, treatment, teaching and consult-
ing efforts, both locally and throughout 
the county, state and nation. Nowhere 
is speed more of the essence than in 
the transmission of voluminous medi-
cal records and complex images when 
out-of-the-ordinary ailments must be 
diagnosed or time-critical treatment de-
cisions must be made.” 

– Sherri M. Butterfield, www.
cityofmissionviejo.org, March 23, 2010 

(Mission Viejo, Calif.)

“With Google’s improved bandwith, 
a neurologist at another hospital or even 
in their own home could remotely view 
and evaluate a patient in an emergency 
or examination room miles away.”

– Representative of Orlando Health, 
YouTube, March 25, 2010  

(Orlando, Fla.)

“Being able to rapidly access the lat-
est information on meds and treatments 
for patients while they are in the office 
or on the phone would be outstanding. 
Since we are going to have to see more 
patients in less time, the rapidity would 
be invaluable.”

– Post on www.biggigaustin.org, 
March 26, 2010 (Austin, Texas)

Johns Hopkins Hospital would be 
a great place to showcase the potential 
for transferring huge amounts of data in 
real time for 3-D medical imaging and 
other applications. 

– The Baltimore Sun, March 12, 
2010 (Baltimore, Md.)

Cece Gassner, assistant for economic 
development to Boise Mayor Dave Bi-
eter, said the network would be a benefit 
to educational institutions, businesses 
and medical facilities. “I’ve talked to 
people with the Veteran’s Administra-
tion, where they’re getting more into 
telehealth, telemedicine and teleconfer-
encing with patients,” she said. “As one 
of the most isolated areas in the country, 

“Several labs here [Davis, Calif.] are working 
on experiments at the Large Hadron Collider in 

CERN. An estimated 30 terabytes of data  
may be generated in 24 hours.”
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anything that improves our connectiv-
ity is going to be a benefit.” 

– www.idahostatesman.com,  
March 25, 2010 (Boise, Idaho)

“Some of the existing telehealth ini-
tiatives in Columbia still require patients 
to travel a short distance to a telehealth 
facility that has an ultra-high-speed  
(2 Gbps) connection. With a 1 Gbps con-
nection to the home, these services would 
be able to expand to provide care to a 
greater number of underserved patients.”

– Mike McKean, associate professor, 
Missouri School of Journalism,  

and Futures Lab director, Reynolds 
Journalism Institute, www.rjionline.org, 

March 25, 2010 (Columbia, Mo.)

compEtItIvE communItIEs  
AnD cIty sErvIcEs 
“This presents tremendous opportunities 
for economic development, entertain-
ment, entrepreneurship and education.” 

– Mayor Chris Beutler, Lincoln Journal 
Star, March 21, 2010 (Lincoln, Neb.)

The impact the Google fiber network 
could have on the community is para-
mount as our education, business, medi-
cal and area residents could benefit tre-
mendously from Google’s services and 
make the Kalamazoo area a leader for 
technology and education throughout 
the country! 

– City of Kalamazoo press release, 
March 17, 2010 (Kalamazoo, Mich.)

“Google fiber would allow me to 
help more nonprofits find material  
donations.” 

– Comment, stlcin.missouri.org/
googlefiber (St. Louis, Mo.)

“Ultra-high-speed Internet will ben-
efit Albuquerque by boosting a myriad 
of services, including those offered at 
our area hospitals, and connectivity in 
our public school classrooms and our 
higher learning institutions. It will also 
enable the connectivity needed for our 
burgeoning film industry.” 

– Greater Albuquerque Chamber of 
Commerce support letter,  

March 24, 2010 (Albuquerque, N.M.)

“Access to Google’s ultra-high-speed 
network would expand the availability 
of Internet services to our residents, cre-
ate additional competition in the mar-
ketplace and make access to the Web 
more affordable. A Google fiber network 
would also provide significant benefit to 
our business community, make Santa 
Clarita more attractive to companies 
considering to relocate, and help bring 
higher-paying jobs to the city.”

– City of Santa Clarita Agenda 
Report, www.santa-clarita.com,  

March 23, 2010 (Santa Clarita, Calif.)

“This could be huge and something 
that would greatly help our community 
schools, libraries and relationship with 
the federal government.” 

– Mary Cheh, Washington city 
council member, The Washington Post, 

February 16, 2010 (Washington, D.C.)

“It would actually improve our qual-
ity of lives; the city would receive inter-
national press, technology tourism and 
be an epicenter for start-ups looking to 
take advantage of ultra-high-speed In-
ternet in the home.” 

– Ryan Meyer, proponent of Google 
initiative, www.desmoinesregister.com, 

March 19, 2010  
(West Des Moines, Iowa)

The city has studied various ways to 
expand Internet service, especially to 
low-income residents, but hasn’t found 
a way to finance such a plan. Google 
could solve that problem. 

– The Oregonian, March 17, 2010 
(Portland, Ore.)

“Can you imagine what you could get 
done Facebooking with that? ... It would 
make this community very attractive 

and competitive with this unique system 
in place.” 

– Councilman Milo Zonka, Florida 
Today, March 3, 2010 (Palm Bay, Fla.)

“Building your network in Farming-
ton will equip the community with tools 
to drive productivity, prepare students 
for high-tech jobs, improve access to ed-
ucation and generate a higher standard 
of living for its residents.” 

– U.S. Rep. Ben Ray Lujan, letter to 
Eric Schmidt, CEO of Google, March 16, 

2010 (Farmington, N.M.)

Fiber connecting the city’s network 
of traffic signals would offer new pos-
sibilities for managing Bellevue’s trans-
portation system more efficiently. 

– Bellevue Reporter, March 19, 2010 
(Bellevue, Wash.)

“Access to ultra-high-speed broad-
band networks in our area would be a 
significant spur to communication, co-
operation and innovation in our com-
munity and beyond.” 

– Mary Sue Coleman, president, Uni-
versity of Michigan, press release, March 

2, 2010 (Ann Arbor, Mich.)

New Orleans can use the network 
for everything from digital media and 
education to post-Katrina recovery. 

– New Orleans CityBusiness,  
March 5, 2010 (New Orleans, La.)

“I see fiber and Internet connection as 
being almost as vital nowadays as sewer 
service and water service, as far as build-
ing communities. It would really position 
us for some long-term growth.”

– Mark Turner, creator of Raleigh  
Facebook Group, The Independent 

Weekly, March 10, 2010  
(Raleigh, N.C.)  BBp

“With a 1 Gbps connection to the home, these 
[telehealth] services would be able to expand  

to provide care to a greater number  
of underserved patients.”


