EDITOR’S NOTE

MDU Issue:
The Highlights
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Nearly a quarter of U.S. housing is now in multipledwelling-unit (MDU) properties. These communities
serve some of the most demanding broadband users.
They also provide profitable opportunities for selling
broadband services.
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s editor, I always recommend
that you read Broadband
Communities cover to cover.
If you’re a multifamily property owner,
manager, consultant, service provider,
vendor or even resident, you’ll certainly
want to read this issue in its entirety.
But just in case, here’s the short
version.
• Construction of MDUs – especially
of rental properties – continues to
boom even though single-family
housing hasn’t recovered from the
recession. MDUs are being built
to accommodate young people
forming households and older
people downsizing.
• MDU developers increasingly plan
for good broadband as an essential
utility and finance it themselves.
• In existing MDUs, property owners
can usually meet today’s broadband
needs with high-quality, welldesigned copper, coax or fiber to the
unit. More important is bringing a
large enough fiber optic circuit close
enough to the unit.
• College students lead the way in
using broadband for study and
entertainment, and they have more
connected devices than ever. Table
stakes for serving student-housing
properties is 100 Mbps and managed
Wi-Fi (and no rogue devices).
• As students graduate, they move
into conventional apartments and
bring with them their expectations
for reliable service, high speeds and
seamlesss, propertywide Wi-Fi.
• Multifamily residents of all ages
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want to be able to work from home.
To do that, they need robust,
reliable broadband with adequate
downstream and upstream speeds.
• Bulk broadband, always standard
in student housing and other niche
markets, is becoming more widely
used in conventional housing –
but the FCC has raised questions
about it.
• About half of new MDUs are wired
with fiber. Really, all of them should
be. Installing fiber is no longer
expensive, difficult or aesthetically
challenging, and deployers now
have plenty of options in terms
of technology and deployment
methods.
• The ROI for retrofitting a
multifamily property with fiber is
becoming more favorable. Fiber
means higher sales price, higher
rents and higher net income. With
a wireless overlay, it can also mean
higher ancillary income.
In both new and existing MDUs,
fiber to the unit positions communities
for the future. To quote Michael
Voll, a visionary technology leader
featured in this issue (p. 20), “Decades
of innovations need to be supported.
Broadband and the internet should not
be limiting factors.” v
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