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The Fiber-to-the-Home Top 100 
list is one of the biggest projects 
the BroadBand Communities 

team tackles each year. We sift through 
an enormous amount of information 
before deciding which companies to 
list and what information to include 
about each one. As you can imagine, 
there are many more than 100 great 
FTTH companies. For us, the result is 
more than the list you see in this issue; 
it’s gaining a panoramic view of the 
industry. Certain themes come up again 
and again, with variations each time. 

The most pervasive theme is the 
unstoppable growth in bandwidth 
demand – but, of course, that wasn’t 
news to us and probably isn’t to you, 
either. 

Another of this year’s major themes, 
the shift from hardware to software, 
is discussed in more detail in the 
Bandwidth Hawk column. In the 
enterprise IT world, virtualization was 
seen as a way to cut costs and simplify 
network management. In telecom, it’s 
turning out to be a way to add services 
– and therefore revenues – quickly 
and easily. On an FTTH network, the 
number of services that can be added is 
nearly infinite.

Here are a few other themes we 
noted during the preparation of the 
FTTH Top 100 list:

• Recent advances in copper and 
coaxial technologies haven’t made 
FTTH obsolete and aren’t going 
to. Many incumbent telcos and 
cable companies, as well as new 
market entrants, are making large 
investments in fiber.

• Recent advances in wireless 
technologies haven’t made FTTH 

obsolete and aren’t going to. In 
fact, wired and wireless networks 
are (finally) converging. Next-
generation PON and 5G wireless 
are compatible both technically and 
financially, and each will support 
the rollout of the other. 

• Vendors and service providers are 
gearing up to support the internet of 
things, which may change people’s 
lives as much as broadband did.

• Planning and design of FTTH 
networks are becoming more 
automated and more sophisticated – 
and increasingly based on analysis of 
revenues as well as costs. 

• Tools for operation and 
maintenance of FTTH networks 
are becoming more accessible and 
more map-based.

• FTTH operators are looking 
beyond the traditional demarcation 
point and taking more responsibility 
for ensuring a good in-home 
broadband experience. 

• Open-access networks are becoming 
simpler to manage, and they 
appear to be gaining support from 
municipal and private deployers as 
well as from service providers.  

As always, we asked executives 
of profiled companies to share their 
insights, and this one, from Larry 
Thompson, the CEO of Vantage Point 
Solutions, seemed to sum up perfectly 
the spirit of the industry: “We design 
networks for applications that haven’t 
been invented yet because we believe 
better broadband means better lives.” v

Building a Fiber-
Connected World

The annual FTTH Top 100 list is a window into what’s 
going on in the industry. 
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